
ROMEREVIEW

CANDIDACY MASS “Scottish, English and French seminarians (a 
miniature ‘Auld Alliance’?). Journeying towards priesthood with friends 
from all over the world certainly makes you feel part of the ‘Universal’ 
Church, but also reminds you of the importance of returning home to 
your own part of the ‘vineyard of the Lord’, filled with all the graces that 
life at the heart of the church offers.”  

ON THE BIKES “All that pasta 
must be answered for at some 
point. However, with views such 
as this, and skies genuinely as 
blue, who wouldn’t be tempted by 

a ‘giro’ on the bike? However, the 
Scots College is located upon an 
infamous hill, therefore the cycle 
into town is only half as fun as the 
return leg…”

UNI LIFE “Studying alongside 
seminarians, priests and religious 
from over 130 different countries 
gives university life a certain 
‘United Nations’ feel to it, and 
rather typically the Scots, English 
and Irish always stick together. 

The difficulties begin when trying 
to explain the intricate details 
which make us distinct from 
one another. A rule of thumb is 
that you can identify the Scots 
because they always offer to buy 
the coffee!”

IRISH COLLEGE “One of the great 
advantages of living in Rome is 
visiting the various colleges, which 
each belong to a different country. 
Inside a seminary community you 

experience an entirely different 
culture and expression of the one 
faith. Also, where else in Rome 
could you find a cup of ‘Barry’s 
Tea’?”
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THRU A LENS
SCOTTISH ORDINATION “The desire to respond to the call of the 
Lord to serve as His priest is at the heart of everything we do in 
Rome. To know that you belong to a heritage of priestly formation 
that began in 1600 and that you are one link in a chain of men who 
have longed to serve the people of God in Scotland is what gives life 
to each of the many wonderful experiences of Rome.”

ROMANITA “We are constantly 
encouraged to absorb as much 
Roman culture as possible 
during our relatively short 
stay in the Eternal City. Often 
that means visiting stunning 
Baroque churches, or praying 
the Angelus in St Peter’s 
Square with the Holy Father, 
but sometimes it means unique 
events such as the Rome 
Masters, which is right on our 
doorstep. However, due to the 
intense Roman heat which we 
cannot ‘absorb’, it does mean 
sporting a rather suspect hat.” 

IRISH COLLEGE “One of the great 
advantages of living in Rome is 
visiting the various colleges, which 
each belong to a different country. 
Inside a seminary community you 

experience an entirely different 
culture and expression of the one 
faith. Also, where else in Rome 
could you find a cup of ‘Barry’s 
Tea’?”

JONATHAN WHITWORTHJonathan Whitworth, 
25, of Greenock, is 
nearing the end of his 
journey to become a 

priest. He grabbed his 
camera to show us 
what life is like as a 
seminarian in Rome.
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